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Scouts need to accumulate at least 21 merit badges before 
earning the Eagle Scout rank. Of those 21 badges, 14 must 
come from this list of eagle-required merit badges and the 
rest can be any badges not used for these 14.

1.Camping
2.Citizenship in the Community
3.Citizenship in the Nation
4.Citizenship in the World
5.Communication
6.Cooking
7.Cycling or Hiking or Swimming
8.Emergency Preparedness or Lifesaving
9.Environmental Science or Sustainability
10.Family Life
11.First Aid
12.Personal Fitness
13.Personal Management
14.Citizenship in Society (starting July, 2022)

https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/camping-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/citizenship-in-the-community-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/citizenship-in-the-nation-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/citizenship-in-the-world-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/communication-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/cooking-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/cycling-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/hiking-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/swimming-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/emergency-preparedness-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/lifesaving-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/environmental-science-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/sustainability-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/family-life-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/first-aid-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/personal-fitness-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/personal-management-merit-badge.asp
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges/citizenship-in-society-merit-badge.asp


1a. Discover the World 

Through Stamps
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1b. History of the U.S.P.S.



• Pre-1639 -- Bags of letters brought by sea
captains were left on tables in various 
taverns and coffee houses.

• 1639 -- First postal service established at Fairbanks
Tavern on the Boston waterfront.

• 1673 -- Monthly delivery between New 
York and Boston began- took 2 weeks

• 1737 – British appoint Benjamin
Franklin 1st postmaster of
Philadelphia.

• 1775 -- Franklin was appointed 1st
postmaster general of the United States.
Our current postal system descended

directly from his system.



• 1792 – Congress set postal rates based on how far

a letter travelled.

• 1794 – The first letter carriers didn’t earn a

salary from the postal department. Instead,

they collected 2¢ from the recipient for each

piece of mail they delivered.

• 1840 – Great Britain issues the very first stamp.

• 1847 – The United States issues its first stamps.

The first stamp. 

Known as the

“Penny Black”

Scott #1

Benjamin Franklin

Scott #2 

George Washington



•1893 – First commemorative stamps were issued.

The 16 stamps honored the 400th anniversary of 

Columbus’s voyage to America.



•1896 – Rural Free Delivery (RFD) began.

Mail was brought directly to the homes of farmers and 

other people living in the country. Before this, it had

to be picked up in town.

•1963 – ZIP Codes were first used.
ZIP stands for:

Zone Improvement Plan
These numbers help move mail more efficiently.



In use from 1964 until 1986A Mr. Zip Block

Mr. Zip



•1974 -- Self-adhesive stamps tested

•1992 – Self adhesive stamps

introduced nationwide

•2007 – “Forever” stamps issued

•2011 – Most new stamps issued will

be “Forever” stamps



1b. Transporting the Mail



1799 – Stagecoaches used to deliver the mail.



Early 1800s – Steamboats began moving the mail 

along rivers and canals.



1838 – Trains started carrying the mail.



1855 – Congress appropriated $30,000 to buy camels

for the Army, which were used to carry mail over

the southwestern deserts.

See the camels?



1860 – The Pony Express began delivering mail from

Missouri to California.



1911 – First experimental airmail delivery.

Regular air postal service began in 1918.



By zeppelin

Over the years, mail has been delivered in some

unusual ways.

By 

balloon

By

dogsled



Each method of transportation increased the

potential for moving the mail faster.



1b. Differences with Overseas Posts
• It used to be that only some foreign countries printed stamps with

living people on them. The United States’ policy was that no one
could be on a stamp unless he had been dead for at least 5
years (presidents were the exception- first birth anniversary after
death). As of 2011, the USPS has decided to put living people on
stamps.

• Some foreign post offices are used as banks, for collecting
taxes, or giving vaccinations.

• Some countries don’t deliver mail. It must be picked up at the
post office.




